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Questionnerie issued by the Indian Medical
Association to the Members of the
Allopathic Profession.

Q..1. What is your impression ot Medicine asa
" :science ?

(i) Is it one and indivisible like Physics,
Chemistry, Astronomy, etc. ? ‘

(i) Can it be divided into separate water-
tight compartments as ‘Ayurvedic, Unani,, Modern
Scientific, and so forth ?

(iii) Is it possible to synthesise all these sys-
‘tems into an all-comprehensive system, in to the
-corpus of which all available medical knowledge
should be absorbed and thus a unified system
-evolved ?

(iv) Isnotin your opinion the study of Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, Anatomy, Physiology, Bacterio-
logy, etc., indispensable for the teaching of Medi-
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cine, whether it is called by Ayurvedic, Unani or
any other name ?

v) If so, do you not think that the teaching
of these subjects in the schools and colleges of so
many different and parallel systems would cause an
enormous waste of man, materials, time and money ?'

(vi) Are not these subjects actually taught in.
these Ayurvedic or Unani institutions in an apolo-
getic and rudimentary form, which defeat the pur-
pose for which they are meant ?

(vii) And as result thereof, is it not a fact that
the products of these institutions possess inade-
gquate knowledge for scientific medical relief, pre-
ventive and curative ?

(viii) Can the country afford to wait or waste
its endeavours, when it must produce 1, 85, 000 fully
qualified medical men, to attain even half the effi-
ciency of medical aid provided for by other civilised
countries, within the next 25 years, according to the
Bhore Report ? ' '

Q. 2. In view of the fact that Medicine and
Materia Medica are practically the only subjects,
that are taught and practised by the Ayurvedic and
Unani systems of the present day, all other branches.
of medicine having:passed into oblivion, do you
think that their purpose would :be best served if
medical wards were set apart for them in modern
medical colleges, in charge of Ayurvedic and Unani
experts to treat such patients as are willing to un-
dergo treatment in these systems ?

How would you like if facts and figures from
these departments, especially from the case-notes
of the cured patients, were followed up by modern
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methods of study and statistics, and the drugs and
medicines used by :‘those physicians, were further
examined pharmacologically and clinically, so that
finally they might be added and incorporated into
the Indian Pharmacopoeia ?

Do you not think that India being a poor
country, an ill-afford to have 3 systems of medicine
running side by side, each having its own practi-
tioners, hospital and sanatorium, its laboratories
and trained staff ?

Do you agree, therefore, in view of the rea-
_sons mentioned above that there is no reason why
_the three systems cannot be combined, and amalga-
mated into an one all-comprehensive system ?

What is your opinion of creating chairs and
stipends in these colleges for competent workers of
these systems in order to salvage drugs and medi-
cines from them, that might stand the scrutiny of
scientific methods ?

Q. 3. In view of the fact that other Asiatic
countries, such as China, Japan, Turkey, etc., have
solved similar problems in their respective coun-
tries, by bringing medical practice into one recogni-
sed and uniform system, do.you not think that it is
essential in tHe best intersts of the country that ihere
should be & fusion and synthesis of these systems
into the modern sc1ent1f10 system as indicated

- above ?

What other constructlve suggestl,on can you
make? . |

Q. 4. Do you consider that scientific research
and standardisation of Indian drugs would materi-
ally help to popularise indigenous drugs and medi-
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cine, their utilization in schemes of Medical Relief,
‘and their compilation in the Indian Pharmacopoeia ?

What are your suggestions in this regard ?

- Q. 5. Are you agreed, therefore that, as re-
gards medical teaching there should be only one
type of medical colleges, teaching all basic scienti-
fic pre-clinical and clinical subjects according to
the modern syllabus, under the Indian Medical
Council ?

Q. 6. Do you agree that in modern times, when
medicine has become an exact science, the well
being of a country and its people, is dependent on’
the cultivation of a scientific outlook and that it is
fraught with the gravest consequences, if we choose
for emotional, national or any other corisideration to
discard a scientific discipline and go back to the
practice of the mediaeval ages ?

Q. 7. Do youagree that scientific medicine is
based on all available human knowledge, past or
present, indigenous or foreign, and therefore all
that is best in these systems, may be absorbed and
utlhsed to add to the fund of world knowledge ?

Do you know that these systems have made
great contributions to medicine in the past, that
already quite one-third of all the.drugs in the offi-
cial pharmacopoeia are indigenous, and that more
and more are bemg tested, added and rejected
from day today ? .

- Q. 8. Do you agree that there can be no short-
cuts to the acquisition of the requisite scientific’
knowledge for practising medicine and that there-
fore the training has to be prolonged, laborious and
expensive in order that it may be efficient ? .



307
Do you agree that producing practitioners,
doctors, kavirajas, and hakims with varying degrees
of doubtful competence, is not only inimical to the

advance of scientific medicine but dangerous to the
health of the people ?

Q. 9. Do you agree that the efficiency of medi-
cal aid depends necessarily upon (i) Diagnonis, i. e.
the determination of an etiopathological target eli-
minating and differentiaing diseases that might
cause same or similar symptoms, and upon (ii) Treat-
ment based upon choice of drugs as indicated
and made available by the progress of science ?

Do you agree that both of these depend upon
a comprehensive clinical case-taking and sometimes
a complicated examination by X-Rays and Labora-
tories ?

Do you agree therefore that an apparently
simple complaint such as, sore-throat, stiff-neck,
mild fever for a few days, slight.diarrhoea with
blood, anaemia and weakness, etc., may.be due to
causes from most benign to most malignant, and
therefore should not be treated merely for cheap-
ness, for the consolation of some. treatment that
may be available, ready at hand? i

- Do-you not think therefore that it is the fun-
damental duty of the Government to provide best
medical aid for all people, dissolving all barriers of
poverty, ignorance, etc., at whatever cost nece-
ssary for the purpose ? ‘

.~ What are your constructive suggestions for
‘the Govt. to supply, and for the people todemand ?

In India where millions die every year from
preventible diseases is it possible to practise any
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system of medicine without an adequate knowledge
of acuta infectious diseases, their cause, trans-
mission and treatment, to reduce death-rates and
adopt preventive measures against Malaria, K. A,
Tuberculosis, Dysentery, Pneumonia, Diphtheria,
Septicaemia, V. D., etc. ?

Q. 10. How do vyou propose to utilise the
existing Regd. -Practitioners of the indigenous sys-
tems of medicine ? ' ‘ 7

Do you consider it feasible to give them pri-
vileges of a condensed course of Medicine, for those-
who are willing and able to avail themselved of "it,
in mixed English and Indian languages if necessary,
so that they may be utilised as practitioners possess-
ing minimum- registrable qualification during the-
period of transition when there is a great dearth of
medical men? What other suggestions would you
make in this regard ? : .

Q. 11. Inview of the fact that there have been
long-time gaps, loss of continuity, mutilation, loss
of literature, interpolation of unscientific & absurd.
materials, and effect matters into the text of these
ancient books, and of the fact that those systems
are being taught only theoretically from books in
the Tol systems or the apprentice system, for more-
than a thousand years without reference to the
objective details of the human body in health, and
the changes caused therein by diseases, and in.
view of the fact that it is very difficult (in some cases:
impossible or at most speculative only) to interpret
the meaning of such fundamental terms and ter-
minology such as Shira, Dhamani, Kala, Peshi,
Snayu, Rasa, Meda, Majija, etc., as used inthe books
thousand of years ago (during which period these -
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system became static and remained stagnant) as
evidenced by raging controvercy over them
amongst their leaders and experts for the last 10 or
15 years. Do you think that thesé ancient, works
(whose number is about half a dozen-only).can only
be utilised for research by scholars and not for im-
parting a regular system of+training ?

Q. 12. - What is your opinion of examination of a
patient for clinical case-taking, by Ayurvedic and
Unani practitioners ?

Do you think that the various systems of the
body, viz., the Nervous, Circulatory, Respiratory,
Gastro- 1ntest1nal Urogemtal the Eye, Ear, Nose,
Throat, etc. are can be examined by Ayurvedlc and
Unani Practitioners for interpretation of symptoms
& differential diagnosis of diseases, and for the

management of diet and treatment in a scientific
manner ?

AN APPEAL FOR A UNIVERSITY

The deeper study of the degradation during the
country’s subjection revealed the cultural conquest
of the foreign rulers, who could, fora long time, en-
thral Mother India by dint of-it. With the -political
emancipation of the motherland, the paramount
necessity of cultural freedom has to be in the fore-
front of concideration of those in power and autho-
Tity in indeperdent India.” The Medical Science and

- Culture of the country obviously ranks -foremost
among all other vital subjects in a national life.
No country - is in true enjoyment of liberty
without self-sufficiéncy in food, raiments, and
medical requirements. Till today, inspite of all
vicissitudes, Ayurved has a unique record of ren-
dering humanitarian ministrations to 80-907 of the
teeming millions of India. This.is asserted on the
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authority of governmental statistics. - Equally un-
bedimmed is Ayurveda's utility born of efficacy and
economy. Ayurveda's regeneration means opening-
up of many a vista of employment in trade and
commerce, internal and external, as well. - Unfortu-
nately, since India’s fall close upon a thousand
years-ago, India’s own Medical Science and Culture
has been outside the pale of proper appreciation
by the best of the Land. The All India Ayurvedic
Congress, ‘along with its Cultural side, the " All
India Ayurved Vidyapeeth,”” during its four decades
of existence, has conceived of a scheme of a Teach-
ing Ayurvedic University, the estimated expense
for the eetablishment of which -in its full-fledged
form in the interests of Culture, Society, and Huma-
nity, may come up to a couple of crores. The All
India Ayurved Vidyapeeth is already like a Univer-
sity as briefly described below. A University is no
superhuman task any more now that our own
Government is administering the affairs of the coun-
try, and an all-pervading atmosphere of patriotism
and self-consciousness will be an assured fact. So,
the appeal goes to one and all in India and its
States, in any way connected with the Powers-that-
be, and governance of the country, to bless this
movement of the University Scheme, sponsored by.
the All India Ayurvedic Congress & All India Ayur-
ved Vidyapeeth, with sympathetic help and active
support, with the strength of which alone such a
noble project can fructily, thrive and prosper to
serve the cause of humanity.  Yours Humbly
Raj-Vaidya Kavnr’a M. K. Mukherjee,
 Hardwar, } ] %IB A. Prlanachazya ), :

r
. 5-10-'471. President, All India Ayurvad Vidyapeeth,
| President, 32nd, 33rd & 34th Sessions, All India Ayurvedic Congress .



THE ALL INDIA AYURVEDIC CONGRESS

The "Ayurvedic Congress tnaugurated about
“Iohr decades ago, has held its past thirty five se-
.ssions in the Capital States of prominent Native Sta-
_tes and leading cities and motropolises of India.
State Governments have blessed such celebrations,
-and a late Maharaja of Cochin once adorned the
throne of the Ayurvedic Congress. Mahamanah
Late -Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya of revered memory,
also, graced the presidential seat once. Its 14th
Session was held in Colombo (Ceylon). All the
prominent Vaidyas of the country are members of
the All India Ayurvedic Congress & All India Ayur-
ved Vidyapeeth. Through these long years, the
Avyurvedic Congress has served the country under
the guidance of the leading Ayurvedists of India.
Its Cultural Department, the All India Ayurved
Vidyapeeth, holding its Diploma Examinations of
-the highest standard in upwards of sixty centres
throughout India, in which close upon three thou-
sand candidates annually sit, is now to raise itself to
a regular Teaching University, for which ‘a - scheme
-of collecting two crores has been adopted by the
“Planning & Development Committee”” of the
Avyurvedic Congress, and which. alone, with all
equipment for thorough training in comprehensive,
.octopartite (Ashtanga)Ayurved-on its own scientific
lines, can restore the genuine Science & Culture of
Medicine with infinite possibilities, that was Jnd, to
its pristine position and splendeur of glory and
greatness. Ayurved can make India self-sufficient
in medical requirements. Ayurved has special
messages, medical and spiritual, to deliver to the

distressed humanity of the world in dispeace.
i s



APPEAL TO THE AYURVED WORLD

Dear SiryMadam,

"You must be aware of the scheme of “Ayurvedic Umver-—
sity" for the resuscitation and regeneration of the Science & Cul~
ture of Ayurveda, inaugurated by the All India Ayurvedic Con--
gress & Vidyapeeth. The scheme has received enthusiastic res-
ponse from all Ayurved-loving quarters, and those having
welfare of Indian Culture at heart. But the-main responsibility
lies with the Vaidyas themselves, whose sincerity and eagerness
alone can induce those in power and authority in the country to.
afford facilities and extend' patronage to the scheme in an un=
grudging and liberal measure. We have to create the necessary
favourable impression by ourselves promissing to ‘contribute our-
mite for the success of the scheme, which aims at collecting two:
crores, and the operation of which can commence as soon as
some four millions have been collected. In the sure hope that:
you will not fail to respond to the sacred call of the cause, the
form below is being sent for favour of your filling it up with:
signature, and its kind return by the earliest possible mail.

Tc
Secretary,
All India Ayurved Vldyapeeth
Sadar Bazaar, Delhi. -

Dear Sir,

-1 promise to pay Rs.ceeerereennnee as donation:
for the success of the ""Ayurved University” Scheme:
and also to pay Rs..................annually for the:
same purpose. | also assure you to secure similar

- donations from others in addition to all possible:
seivices | am capable of.

Signature ___

Full Address.
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